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INTRODUCTION



economical ly and modernize i ts

in frastructure², a tt ract ing immigrants

f rom var ious countr ies , espec ia l ly

I ta ly, Japan, and Germany.

W ith the abol i t ion of s lavery in 1888,

and the re lated proc lamat ion of the

Republ ic in 1889, Brazi l took a leap

into modern i ty . This , a l l ied wi th an

enormous populat ion growth (which

more than doubled between 1890 and

1920³) , created the bas is for a st rong

internal market . Industr ia l in i t ia t ives,

ut i l iz ing the weal th accumulated by

the cof fee exports in i ts favour , were

al ready present as ear ly as the

1920 ’ s 4. The subsequent decades

showed a consis tent increase in the

industr ia l sector par t ic ipat ion in GDP,

jumping from 25% in 1950 to almost

48% in 1985 4, es tab l ish ing some of

the most important sector of Brazi l ian

industry, such as automot ive and

petrochemical , energy product ion and

dis t r ibut ion, miming and agr ibus iness .

Bes ides that , the agr icu l tura l sector ,

core of the Brazi l ian economy since

the colon ia l t imes, has improved

vigorous ly . Searching an al ternat ive

to ef for ts concentrated in s ing le

commodi t ies , such as sugar-cane,

cof fee, or rubber ( in the so-ca l led

‘economic cyc les ’ ) , Braz i l was able to

h igh ly d ivers i fy i ts pr imary-sector

product ion . W i th the usage of

technology and machinery, i t became

Brazi l is a beauti ful country with

abundant breath- taking scenery,

ranging from rainforests and wetlands

to drylands and endless beaches. This

diversi ty is also seen in the Brazi l ian

cul tura l aspects: be ing a mixture of

main ly nat ive Amer ican, Portuguese,

and Afr ican peoples as wel l as

decedents of more recent German,

I tal ian, Japanese and even Ukrainian

and Pol ish immigrat ion, the country

comprises a plural and eclect ic

cul ture . This mel t ing-pot manifests

i tsel f through various ways: ar t ,

language, music, food, celebrat ions, in

vi r tual ly every aspect of the Brazi l ian

l i fe. Al though understanding these

nuances may seem overwhelming at

f i rst , they are also among the most

fasc inat ing features about Brazi l , and

one of the main reasons why people

who have contact with the country

have long-last ing saudades¹ towards

i t .

Having been a colony of Portugal for

more than three centuries , Brazi l is

the largest Portuguese speaking

country in the world, and the only one

in the Americas . W ith i ts

Independence in 1822 and the

subsequent Brazi l ian Empire, the

country was able to maintain i ts huge

terr i tory and even expand i t , unl ike i ts

neighbours . The scenario of re lat ive

stabi l i ty, espec ial ly after the 1850 ’s

decade, a l lowed the country to thr ive
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a wor ld -c lass exporter of agr icu l tura l

goods such as soy beans, poul t ry and

bovine meat , and cel lu lose, among

others . L ikewise, i ts m in ing and oi l

industr ies are two of the backbones of

Brazi l ian exports , represent ing more

than 17% of i ts to ta l exports in 20166.

The services sector shows, however,

the largest share of the country ’s

GDP, reaching around 73% in 20157.

Whi le s t i l l lower than the f igures seen

in some more developed countr ies , i t

is cons iderably h igher than the

average seen in middle- income

countr ies (57.8%), what may

represent a process of ear l y de-

industr ia l izat ion .

This chal lenge has, however, i ts

s i lver - l in ings. W i th a market of a lmost

210 mi l l ion people, a long-h is tory of

excel lence in agr icu l tura l processes,

as wel l as an abundant resource

endowment and technology in core

sectors , Brazi l s t i l l has a huge

potent ia l to be explored. The union of

the country ’s bes t qual i t ies ,

inc lus ive ly sc ience, technology and

innovat ion, wi th successfu l pract ices

f rom European entrepreneurs,

researchers , and other inst i tu t ions

can be of great va lue to a l l s ides . The

examples of companies l ike

Volkswagen, Robert Bosch, Renaul t ,

F ia t or Santander can easi ly s tate

that – af te r a l l , one can miss a

country because of i ts beaut i fu l

beaches and fr iendly people, but

fee l ing saudades i s deeper and

encompasses the whole Brazi l ian

exper ience .

ABOUT THIS 

REPORT
The ENRICH in Brazi l Report “Facts &

Figures : Get to know Brazi l and i ts

Innovat i ve Indust r ies” has been

prepared to provide an overview of

Brazi l and i ts bus iness mi l ieu . I t g i ves

genera l in format ion about the country

c lass i f ied by i ts reg ions as wel l as

in format ion on cul tu ra l , po l i t ica l ,

economic, and f inanc ia l condi t ions .

Moreover, i t provides more deta i led

knowledge on Brazi l ’s most re levant

industr ies .
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Brazil has a vast territorial space with 

varied and diverse culture, divided into 

27 administrative units, including one 

Federal District. The states can be 

geographically grouped into five 

regions: North, Northeast, Central-West, 

Southeast, and South. Each region is 

culturally and economically distinct, 

leading them to be one of the essential 

factors to be studied before establishing 

a business in the country.

2 | OVERVIEW

North

Northeast

Central-
West

Southeast

South

7 states 
Area: 3.8 million km2

Population in 2017: 17.9 million
Largest City: Manaus

3 states + Federal District 
Area: 1.6 million km2

Population in 2017: 15.8 million
Largest City and Country’s Capital: 
Brasília

3 states 
Area: 0.6 million km2

Population in 2017: 29.4 million 
Largest City: Curitiba 

4 states 
Area: 1 million km2

Population in 2017: 86.9 million 
Largest City: São Paulo

9 states 
Area: 1.5 million km2

Population in 2017: 56.9 million
Largest City: Salvador
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2.1 | OVERVIEW

 Brazi l is the f i f th largest country

in the wor ld by tota l area, and

sixth by populat ion (as of 2018)1

 Brazi l has borders with al l South

American countr ies, exc luding

Ecuador and Chile

 I ts largest c i t ies in populat ion are

São Paulo ( largest c ity in the

Southern hemisphere), Rio de

Janeiro, Brasí l ia and Salvador

 The country has a high

urbanizat ion rate, wi th more than

84% of its populat ion l iv ing in

urban areas2

 I ts arable land compr ises 9.6% of

the country’s tota l area, f igur ing

among the largest in the world3

 Brazi l has a growing Economical ly

Act ive Populat ion (PEA), jumping

from 55.3% of its tota l populat ion in

2004 to 64.8% in 20154

 Cit izens in Brazi l are f ree to fol low

whichever re l ig ion they choose, but

the vast major i ty of i ts populat ion

consider themselves Chr ist ians,

wi th 65% of tota l populat ion

composed of Roman Cathol ics, and

22% of Protestants 2

 Inequal i t y f igures have consis tent ly

decl ined throughout the last

decades, wi th i ts Gin i index fal l ing

f rom 63.3 in 1989 to 51.3 in 20153

 Brazi l ’s pover ty reduct ion is also

not iceable . People considered to

be in poverty s ituat ion fel l f rom

24.7% of tota l populat ion in 2001 to

7.4% in 20143

Total: 8 514 877 km2

Land: 8 459 517 km2

Water: 55 460 km2 

Coastline: 7 491 km
Arable land: 812 114 km2

1 IBGE :  Projeção Populacional .
2 IBGE :  Censo demográfico 2010.
3 World Bank Data.
4 IBGE: Pesquisa Nacional por Amostragem de Domicíl ios (PNAD), 2005 

and 2015 .

Population in 2018 (estimated): 209 million1

Economically active pop: 64.8% (2015)4   

Gini Index: 51.3 (2015)3

GEOGRAPHY &

DEMOGRAPHY
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The North of Brazi l (Região Nor te ) is

composed of seven states : Acre,

Amapá, Amazonas, Pará, Rondônia ,

Rora ima, and Tocant ins . I t is the

largest in area, compr is ing 45% of the

country ’s to ta l area, and is home to the

Amazon ra inforest and i ts huge

biodivers i ty, as wel l as the Amazonas

River , the second longest in the wor ld .

Cul tura l l y, th is reg ion shows a strong

inf luence of nat ive Amer ican peoples,

which can be found in local de l icac ies

such as tacacá and maniçoba, dance

styles such as car imbó , and fo lk lor ic

fest iva ls , be ing the most prominent one

held year ly in Par in t ins , Amazonas.

This mixture is a lso seen in the North ’s

ethnic i ty, wi th more than two th i rds of

the populat ion dec lar ing themselves as

pardos 1.

Despi te i ts enormous area, the North is

the region wi th the smal lest populat ion

dens i ty in Brazi l , w i th only 4.6

inhabi tants per square k i lometre . This

makes the region the second less

populated, wi th 17.9 mi l l ion

inhabi tants . Al though less

concentrated than some other regions,

70% of th is populat ion res ides in

Amazonas and Pará, main ly in the i r

capi ta l c i t ies , Manaus and Belém.

2.2 | OVERVIEW

THE

NORTH
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In the case of Manaus, part of this

concentrat ion can be expla ined by the

presence of the Zona Franca de

Manaus (ZFM) , an industr ial zone that

of fers economic incentives to

companies insta l led there. Created

wi th the object ive of pushing the

development process in the region, the

ZFM generates around 120 thousand

di rect and 600 indirect job pos it ions,

in more than 700 companies f rom

sectors such as electronics , chemical

and metal -mechanic2.

The reg ion ’s share in Brazi l ian GDP

is of roughly 5.4% (2015), be ing the

less representat ive among al l reg ions .

Al though energy is abundant due to

the presence of severa l hydroelect r ic

powerp lants , one of the inf rast ructura l

chal lenges in the North comes from

transport : f luvia l t ransport is eas i ly

avai lab le, but the rest r i c ted road and

ra i l road inf rast ructure l imi t i ts

economic potent ia l . Exc lud ing the

ZFM, the indust r ia l sec tor is l imi ted,

wi th the main economic act iv i t ies

executed elsewhere being most ly

concentrated in agr icu l tura l products

such as soybeans and nat ive spec ies

(guaraná, cassava , cocoa), and

l ivestock . Min ing act i v i t i es , espec ia l ly

in Pará, are also an important source

of weal th , due to the enormous

endowment of minera ls .

1Accord ing to  IBGE,  pardos are people  wi th  

a  m ixed e thn ic  ascendance.  I t  comprises 

every m ixture  o f  A f r i can,  nat ive  American,  

and European peoples .
2 Suf rama (Super in tendência  da Zona 
Franca de Manaus) .



Nordeste , Nordeste . The Northeast

Region of Brazi l is not on ly the very

beginn ing of what today is known as

Brazi l , but a lso one of the most d iverse

in terms of cu l ture and geography.

Composed by nine states (Alagoas,

Bahia, Ceará, Maranhão, Piauí ,

Pernambuco, Rio Grande do Norte , and

Serg ipe) , i ts na tura l beaut ies have

many faces, f rom the amazing beaches

found in every state to the drylands

(sertão ) and gems l ike the Chapada

Diamant ina and the Xingó canyon.

This a lone would be suf f ic ient to dr i ve

a huge tour ism industry. Incredib ly

enough, i t is not the best that the

Northeast has to of fer . The

nordest inos , name of i ts inhabi tants ,

are among the most f r iendly and open

Brazi l ians, and would no t th ink twice to

invi te anyone to enjoy a tap ioca or

dance some forró .

Whi le some sociocul tura l t ra i ts can be

found in every part o f the region, each

has i ts own speci f ic i t i es , wi th areas

such as Bahia showing a stronger Afro -

Descendent in f luence, whi le

Pernambuco leans more to the

Portuguese s ide, ef fects of the i r

h is tor ica l development . Populat ion -

wise, the region is home to more than

57 mi l l ion people, making i t

2.3 | OVERVIEW

the second most populated in the

country, wi th a populat ion density of

36.4 inh. /km² (which are however,

most ly concentrated in the coastal

areas).

The Northeast has the thi rd largest

share in Brazi l ‘s total GDP, with 14.2%

(2015). Whi le tourism is an important

economic act ivi ty, the industr ial

presence in the region augmented

considerably in the last decades,

espec ial ly in hubs l ike Suape

(Pernambuco) and Camaçari (Bahia) .

Their main act ivi t ies comprise the

shipbui lding, automot ive, and

petrochemical sectors. Likewise, the

adoption of new technologies, notably

i rr igat ion, enabled the expansion of

agricul tura l act ivi t ies and the

overcoming the harsh terrain and

cl imate condit ions. The main crops are

sugar cane, soybeans, cotton, and

cashew, suppl ied to both internat ional

and domest ic markets.

The presence of several ports and

geographical pos i t ion makes the

Northest a st rategic region. I ts smal ler

dis tance to important commercial

partners, such as Europe and the US,

al l ied with a proper a irport and roads

infrastructure, faci l i ta tes exports and

imports . The avai labi l i ty of rai l roads,

whereas st i l l somewhat l imi ted, is also

growing, with projects l ike

Transnordest ina already in course.

The region‘s economic importance

tends to keep growing, with posi t ive

impacts to Brazi l and al l nordest inos.

THE

NORTHEAST
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The Central -West (Centro-Oeste ) i s ,

geographica l ly and pol i t ica l ly, the core

of Brazi l . Composed of three states

(Goiás , Mato Grosso, and Mato Grosso

do Sul ) and the Federa l Dis t r ic t , i t is

the country ’s second largest reg ion,

wi th 1.6 mi l l ion km². In addi t ion to

Brasí l ia and i ts famous modern is t

arch i tecture, the region has

astonish ing lesser-known beaut ies,

such as the Pantanal wet lands and

innumerous caves and water fa l ls .

Located most ly in a geographic

p lateau, the Centra l -West shows an

economic act iv i ty wi th deep roots in

agr icu l tura l and l ivestock breeding,

in f luenc ing the genera l cu l ture of the

area. Being the region where every

other region o f Brazi l ‘meet ’ , each

state has i ts own part icu lar i t ies , but i t

is not hard to see people dressed as a

Brazi l ian vers ion of cowboys at themed

part ies even in the largest c i t ies .

These tra i ts are eas i ly not iced in the

most in f luent ia l music sty le of the

area, sertanejo .

Despi te i ts enormous area, i t is

Brazi l ’s less populated region, wi th

15.8 mi l l ion inhabi tants (2017), and a

populat ion dens i ty of 9.87 inh. /km². As

usual , these are strongly concent rated

in the la rgest c i t ies , wi th Brasí l ia a lone

2.4 | OVERVIEW

being home to more than 3 mi l l ion

inhabi tants .

Economical ly, the region is

respons ib le for 9.7% (2015) of

Brazi l ’s to ta l GDP. With a l imi ted

industry part ic ipat ion, main ly

concentrated in Goiás , i ts main

act iv i t ies are focused in the pr imary

sector . The north o f Mato Grosso is

respons ib le for the la rgest product ion

of soybeans, corn, and cot ton in

Brazi l , whereas the whole region

features an intense part ic ipat ion of

l ivestock products in i ts economic

act iv i t ies . Brasí l ia , due to i ts unique

character is t ic (a p lanned ci ty wi th

st r ic t ru les regard ing the

establ ishment of industr ia l parks) ,

has i ts main economic act iv i t ies

focused on services, in both publ ic

and pr ivate sectors .

I ts in f rast ructu re, though st i l l lack ing

in some areas, has showed a constant

improvement over the last decades, in

l ine wi th the reg ion ’s increas ing

economic importance. Bes ides roads

l ink ing Brasí l ia to many other s ta tes,

Goiás has a st rong highway network

and the region makes use of i ts f luvia l

poss ib i l i t ies , wi th the main port

located in Corumbá (MS).

THE

CENTRAL-WEST
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The South (Região Sul ) , a l though

larger than metropol i tan France, is the

smal lest reg ion of Brazi l , wi th 0.57

mi l l ion km². Divided in three states

(Paraná, Rio Grande do Sul , and Santa

Catar ina) , i t features part icu lar

at t ract ions that range f rom the wor ld -

known Cataratas do Iguaçu to snowy

win ters in the high lands of Santa

Catar ina, as wel l as whi te sand

beaches in the state ‘s capi ta l c i t y,

F lor ianópol is .

Border ing Argent ina, Uruguay, and

Paraguay, the reg ion ‘s cul ture

resembles some aspects seen in i ts

neighbors, espec ia l ly in Rio Grande do

Sul . Shar ing a chimar rão (mate hot

tea) and making barbecue are a must

in the area, and the most important

ways to soc ia l ize wi th fami ly, f r iends,

and do business . L ikewise, the la rge

immigrat ion of Europeans dur ing the

XIX Century , main ly f rom Ita ly and

Germany, can be easi ly not iced in the

reg ion ‘s archi tecture and language, in

c i t ies l ike Pomerode (SC) and

Gramado (RS).

W ith a populat ion of a lmost 30 mi l l ion,

the South is the th i rd most populous

region in Brazi l (51.9 inh. /km²) .

However, un l ike other regions, i ts

2.5 | OVERVIEW

populat ion is more equal ly d iv ided

between urban and rura l areas, wi th

the only c i t ies la rger than 1 mi l l ion

inhabi tants being Cur i t iba and Porto

Alegre .

The South has the second largest

share in Brazi l ’s GDP, wi th 16.8%

(2015). Al though l i vestock goods

comprehend most of i ts pr imary

product ion, agr icu l ture is the subsector

that creates the largest number of

jobs, due to the presence of smal ler

fami ly farming proper t ies . The main

crops are corn, beans, potatoes, and

apples, whereas la rger , commerc ia l

farms produce main ly soy and wheat .

The reg ion ’s industr ia l sector is the

second most important in Brazi l . W i th a

good network of t ransport and

avai lab le energy, i ts industr ies are wel l

d is t r ibuted along the whole region, wi th

some important hubs located c lose to

larger c i t ies . The high l ights are the

metropol i tan regions o f Cur i t iba and

Porto Alegre, wi th important indust r ies

f rom the automot ive sec tor , as wel l as

the north of Paraná and the Vale do

I ta ja í reg ion in Santa Catar ina, wi th

the i r text i le indust ry . The services

sector is a lso prominent and shows a

growing perspect ive, s imi lar to the rest

of Brazi l . I ts main high l ights are the

ports of Paranaguá (PR), I ta ja í (SC),

and Rio Grande (RS), as wel l as

sof tware companies in Blumenau and

Joinvi l le (SC).

THE

SOUTH
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I f Brazi l is a mul t icu l tu ra l country per

def in i t ion, the Southeast (Sudeste ) is

poss ib ly the pinnac le o f th is d ivers i ty .

Composed by four s tates (Espír i to

Santo, Minas Gera is , São Paulo, and

Rio de Janei ro) , the region is Brazi l ’s

second smal lest (0 .9 mi l l ion km²) . I ts

re la t ive ly smal l s ize concentrates and

evidences th is mul t i tude of facets ,

which range from the wor ld famous Rio

to the baroque-sty led c i t ies in Minas

Gerais and the São Paulo metropol is .

Being by far the most populated region

(86.9 mi l l ion inhabi tants , wi th a dens i ty

of 96.5 inh. /km²) , the Southeast

aggregates immigrants f rom al l over

the country. Immigrants f rom al l over

the wor ld are also present , wi th a high

populat ion of I ta l ians, Japanese, and

Lebanese descendants seen in São

Paulo, Portuguese and Swiss in Rio ,

and German in Espír i to Santo. The

shared cul ture outpaces the

di f ferences, though: i t is not hard to

see a Japanese- look ing person eat ing

fe i joada and dr ink ing caip i r inha and

speaking wi th a typ ica l car ioca accent ,

a long wi th the i r peers as mul t i faceted

as themselves . Af te r a l l , that is what

being Brazi l ian is about .

The Southeast accounts for roughly

2.6 | OVERVIEW

54,0% (2015) of Brazi l ’s GDP, being

the strongest and most d ivers i f ied

economic region of the country . This

concentrat ion is not by chance, but

rather h is to r ica l ly constructed, s ince

Rio was the former Brazi l ian capi ta l ,

and Minas Gerais and São Paulo were

the center of the so-ca l led gold and

cof fee cyc les, respect ive ly .

The economic opportun i t ies seen in the

region were the main cause of i ts

populat ion expansion, which was

accelerated dur ing the industr ia l izat ion

process of the XX century, espec ia l ly

in São Paulo . This region is the most

industr ia l ized in the country, wi th

companies f rom diverse sectors

(petrochemical , automot ive, naval ,

e lect ron ics , pharmaceut ica l , meta l -

mechanic , min ing, among others)

ins ta l led in a l l s ta tes, in varying

degrees. I ts agr icu l tura l product ion is

a lso ext remely important , for both

domest ic and export sectors - notably

sugar cane, used to produce ethanol ,

soybeans, and oranges. A robust

t ransportat ion network al lows the

product ion to quick ly reach i ts

dest inat ion, domest ica l ly or through

ports l ike Santos (SP), Rio de Janei ro,

or Vi tór ia (ES). Also, w i th the largest

univers i t ies in Brazi l , the region is

home to severa l knowledge creat ion

centers . This is ref lec ted in the number

of h igh ly- technologica l hubs insta l led

in the region, wi th the most prominent

example being Sir ius , a four th-

generat ion synchrot ron l ight source,

current ly being bui l t in Campinas (SP).

THE

SOUTHEAST
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3

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS



3.1 | Political and Economic Conditions  

POLITICAL

CONDITIONS
After more than two decades of

author i tar ian governments , democracy

was establ ished in Brazi l in 1985. W i th

the new Const i tu t ion of 1988, the

country s ta r ted a new per iod in i ts

h is tory, wi th i ts democrat ic ins t i tu t ions

strengthened. Based on a pres ident ia l

representat i ve f ramework, the Federa l

Republ ic of Brazi l has i ts pres ident as

head of s tate and of government

(execut i ve power) , as wel l as two

chambers in the leg is la t ive power

(Senate and Deput ies) . The judic ia l

power complements the tr ipar t i te

federa l government .

The redemocrat i zat ion was an

important s tep towards a government

f ramework adequate to current t imes.

However, economic problems

pers is ted, espec ia l ly huge inf la t ion

rates, problem that would be solved

just in 1994 wi th the int roduct ion of

Plano Real . The success of these

measures al lowed the fur ther

consol idat ion of Brazi l as a democrat ic

country, wi th d i rect e lect ions to i ts

representat i ves held each 4 years, in a

mul t ipar ty system.

From 1995 to 2002, the federa l

government took s ign i f icant s teps to

modern ize Brazi l ’s economic

f ramework, implement ing pol ic ies

based on the so-ca l led macroeconomic

t r ipod ( in f la t ion ta rgets , a f loat ing

exchange rate, and pr imary surp lus) .

These measures were able to mainta in

agents ’ conf idence in Brazi l ’s

economic path, and avo ided the re turn

of uncontro l lab le in f la t ion rates . W i th a

change of government in 2003, th is

s t ructure was conserved, a l l ied wi th

the implementat ion of soc ia l ly- focused

pol ic ies , such as the we l l -known Bolsa

Famí l ia program and min imum wage

apprec iat ion measures .

These, a l l ied wi th the economic growth

seen in a l l emerg ing countr ies ( in part

due to the commodi t ies pr ices boom

seen in the per iod) , were able to

create a decade of po l i t ica l s tab i l i ty

and improve severa l soc ioeconomic

ind icators . Being just s l ight ly af fected

by the f inanc ia l cr is is of 2008, Brazi l

was able lower ing soc ia l inequal i t ies

and keep a decent growth rate

throughout the per iod .

The l imi ts of such pol i c ies , however,

were seen from 2013 on. Growing

inf la t ion rates and a slowing economic

act iv i t y brought an uns table scenar io

to former pres ident Di lma Roussef f ,

who was impeached in 2015. Her

successor and current pres ident ,

Michel Temer, took over the

government and proposed reforms

regard ing cr i t ica l aspects of Brazi l ian

economy. Among these, measures to

impose government expendi ture l imi ts ,

f lexib i l ize labour markets ru les, and an
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overhaul of the pens ion system were

discussed. W hi le i t is genera l l y

consensual that reforms in these areas

are needed, the lack of popula r

par t ic ipat ion in the dec is ions and thei r

ra ther rushed nature undermine thei r

leg i t imacy. As of 2018, refo rms

concern ing government expendi tu re

l imi ts and labour markets have been

approved, and the pension system one,

poss ib ly the most cont rovers ia l , is s t i l l

under d iscuss ion .

The scenar io of scept ic ism towards the

trad i t ional po l i t ica l ins t i tu t ions is

current ly widespread in Brazi l . W i th

pres ident ia l e lect ions being held in

October of 2018 , th is might change,

though. Expectat ions of resuming the

growth path seen in the 2000 ’ s lead to

the search of a l ternat ives to the

country ’s current issues , both f rom the

candidates and the populat ion

perspect ives . Most important is the

maintenance of funct ion ing and heal thy

democrat ic ins t i tu t ions, fundamenta l

condi t ion to achieve the des i red goals .

This panorama of pol i t i ca l uncerta in ty

in Brazi l is fundamenta l ly assoc iated

wi th the count ry ’s economic

performance in the last years . Af ter a

decade of an average economic growth

of 3.8% per year (2003-2013), even

peaking at 7.5% in 2010, the country

faced a strong economic s lowdown in

2014, which turned into a sharp

recess ion in 2015 and 2016 (-3,5% in

both years) . However, a s l ight recovery

of 1% in 2017, and forecasts of 2.3%

and 2.5% in 2018 and 2019¹,

respect ive ly, show tha t the Brazi l ian

economy is s lowly recover ing, a long

wi th other ind icators . As of 2018,

Brazi l is the ninth la rgest economy in

the wor ld .

One of the biggest chal lenges faced

concerns the pers is t ing high

unemployment rates, which jumped

from 6.7% to 12.9% in three years

(2014-2017) and are pro jected to stay

at two-d ig i t leve ls unt i l as long as

2019². Related to that , the rate of

ut i l izat ion of indust r ia l ins ta l led

capac i ty s t i l l shows a t imid recovery,

wi th 22.1% of id le capac i ty seen in

Apr i l /2018³, what obstructs new

investments and hinders the poss ib i l i t y

of a growth tra jecto ry based on th is

var iab le at the moment .

This unsat is fy ing performance strongly
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re f lec ts in Brazi l ian ’s f isca l capac i ty .

The substant ia l drop in i ts product led

the country ’s government gross

debt /GDP f igures to shoot up f rom

62.3% in 2014 to 84% in 2017¹ . The

same trend is seen in i ts f isca l resul ts ,

which cons is tent l y dete r iorated in the

per iod (wi th constant pr imary def ic i t

seen from Nov/2014 on, and a headl ine

f isca l ba lance of 7.8% of tota l GDP in

Dec/2017) 4.

On the s i l ver l in ings s ide, the weak

economic act iv i t y s lowed down the

r is ing inf la t ion, wi th an IPCA of 3% in

2017 4, cons iderably below the Centra l

Bank’s target (4.5% per year) . The

forecast for 2018 is an inf la t ion of

around 4%5, which is a pret ty

s ign i f icant resul t , cons ider ing the

strong deprec iat ion faced by the

Brazi l ian Real against the US dol la r

dur ing the f i rs t f i ve months of 2018

(around 13%).

The lower in f la t ion rate al lowed the

Centra l Bank to great l y drop Brazi l ’s

basic in terest rate (SELIC ) , f rom

14.25% in the th i rd semester of 2016

to 6.50% in the second semester of

2018, i ts h is tor ic min imum 4. On a

longer term, the maintenance of lower

in terest rates should impact pos i t ive ly

the deter iorated government debt

f igures .

Whi le i t may hurt some industr ies tha t

depend on imports , the currency

deprec iat ion shows advantages to

exporte rs , increas ing the

compet i t iveness of Brazi l ian products

in the internat ional markets . A s imi lar

ef fect was seen in the previous years,

wi th the trade balance surp lus going

from 19.7 bi l l ion dol lars in 2015 to 66.9

bi l l ion dol lars in 2017 6, i n par t resul t o f

the currency deprec iat ion in the per iod.

The recess ion impact in Brazi l was

harsh, and the country s t i l l suf fers i ts

af termath . Neverthe less , the economic

ind icators show a slow but sure

recovery, which can be intens i f ied by

the r ight pol ic ies . The pol i t ica l

s i tuat ion plays a huge ro le in th is

scenar io , and the const i tu t ion of a

government democra t ica l ly e lected is a

must . W i th a more stable scenar io and

wel l - thought and discussed measures,

Brazi l wi l l be able to keep improving

and mainta in i ts s t ra teg ic pos i t ion in

the wor ld economy.
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Year
GDP Growth 

Rate 

2012 1.9%

2013 3.0%

2014 0.5%

2015 - 3.8%

2016 - 3.6%

2017 0.5%

2018 2.5%

The Brazi l ian Min is t ry of F inance has

forecasted for 2018 a GDP growth o f

2.5%.

Year Inflation

2015 10.7%

2016 6.3%

2017 4.5% 

The monetary pol icy o f eas ing cyc le

has achieved substant ia l and

genera l ized in f la t ion reduct ion and i t

wi l l be the key to the economic

recovery of Brazi l .

GROSS DOMESTIC 

PRODUCT

MONETARY POLICY

Brazi l is a iming to improve the qual i ty

of i ts government expendi tures . The

publ ic expendi tu re is f rozen in real

terms for the next 20 years . In

preparat ion fo r the demographic shock,

the Socia l Secur i t y and Pension reform

was submit ted for the approval by the

Nat ional Congress .

FISCAL POLICY

Year Public Debt

2017 76.6%

2018 78.1%

The government seeks to t rans late the

ongoing economic recovery to the

labour market by the cur rent labour tax

reform. This reform wi l l reduce labour

costs hence increase Brazi l ’s

employment rate .

LABOR MARKET

Year
Unemployment 

Rate 

2015 8.3%

2016 11.3%

2017 13.2% 
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BUSINESS & RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

Brazil as the largest Latin American

economy and the ninth largest in the

world has a relatively diversif ied

economy. It has abundant natural

resources, a relatively large service

sector, a broad and deep domestic

market and well-established industries.

The industrial sector which accounts for

21%1 of the GDP (2016) ranges from

advanced manufacturing (automobiles,

aircraft, petrochemicals, steel, consumer

durables, construction materials) to high-

tech equipment. The market is a home to

multinational enterprises as well as

successful domestic firms. With the

realization of the “Real Plan” (1994),

which introduced the current currency,

businesses have regained trust in the

economic stabil ity of the country and

have largely invested in production

machinery, equipment's and technology.

On the other hand, the diverse and

sophisticated service sector (hospitali ty,

IT, financial, personal and professional,

retail) is the main contributor to the

Brazil ian economy representing 73%2 of

the national GDP (2016). Even during

recent crisis this sector was continuously

getting foreign investments. Both

business and government service sectors

are the biggest employers of the country.

However, commodities sti ll play an

important role in the country’s economy.

Although the agricultural sector, for

instance, was recorded at 5.5% of GDP

(2016), Brazil has become one of the

most competit ive and largest exporters of

orange, soybean, coffee, sugar, corn,

wheat, meat and etc. The driving force

behind this success was the continuous

and strong focus on the sectoral

innovation – namely, agribusiness is

accompanied with innovative

technologies which provide a higher crop

rate. The recent policy adjustments,

moreover, are directed at fostering such

innovation technologies that are

sustainable and environmentally friendly

since the agribusiness coupled with

extraction and production with other

commodities (iron ore, aluminium, forest

products, oil and gas) rises serious

concerns in the global trade due to

environmental issues. Provision of

pasture, cropland and production of

timber are direct causes of deforestation.

Brazil is also known for its oil and gas

and energy production. In 2016, it had

the second-largest identif ied crude oil

reserves in Latin America and it is the

second largest ethanol producer in the

world. Major players in the energy sector

are the state-owned companies –

Petrobras and Eletrobrás. Brazil also has

a strong commitment to renewables with

hydroelectric sources accounting for the

largest share.
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Concerning research and innovation

(R&I), Brazil has undergone several

structural changes lift ing its focus from

science base mainly to supportive system

of business research and development

(R&D). Its impact can be also seen in the

development of research. Over the

course of last 20 years, research has

started shift ing from theoretical to more

applied and innovation-oriented fields.

It was during the first administration of

President Lula (2003–2006) that a real

impetus towards explicit policies took

place. In 2003, the federal government

launched the Industry, Technology and

Foreign Trade Policy (PITCE), an

industrial policy plan, and the National

Plan for Science, Technology and

Innovation (PNCTI). In this period, two

important laws providing for fiscal

incentives and subvention (subsidies) for

R&D and innovation were also enacted by

the Brazilian congress. The first was the

2004 Lei da Inovação (Innovation Law),

which, among other things, allowed for

public procurement of (pre-competitive)

R&D that aimed to develop a solution for

a specific technical problem or an

innovative product/process. The second

law was the 2005 Lei do Bem (Law of

Good), which implemented the previous

proposal of tax incentives for R&D.1

PITCE and PNCTI were replaced with

new industrial and STI plans in 2007–

2008, fol lowing President Lula’s re-

election: the Productive Development

Policy (PDP), and the Action Plan for

Science Technology and Innovation

(PACTI). Lula’s mandate was followed by

the government of President Dilma

Rousseff (2011–2014), which also

established two new strategic plans: the

Plano Brasil Maior (PBM – ‘Greater Brazil

Plan’) and the National Science,

Technology and Innovation Strategy

(ENCTI). The new ENCTI 2019 was

launched in 2016 by Rousseff before her

impeachment and subsequent

government of the new President Michel

Temer. 2

The national STI strategy targets several

R&D areas which align with global STI

trends:

• climate change

• reduction of the impact of natural

disasters

• sustainable energy

• marine research

• sustainable urbanization

• social issues such as the gender

inequality and ageing population

• digital economy

• technological convergence

• enabling technologies

• food supply and security

• information society 3

1  Amor im ,  C.  (2010) .  B raz i l i an  fo re ign  po l i cy  

under  P res iden t  Lu la  (2003 -2 0 10 ) :  an  

overv iew.  Rev i s ta bras i l e i ra de  po l í t i ca

in te rnac io na l ,  53 (SPE) ,  214 -240 .
2  Mazzuca to ,  M. ,  Penna ,  C .  (2016)  The  

Braz i l i an  Innova t i on  Sys tem:  A Miss ion -

Or ien ted  Po l i cy  P roposa l .  Cen t ro  de  Ges tão  e  

Es tudos  Es t ra tég i co s ,  B ras í l i a .
3 JRC Sc ience  fo r  Po l i cy  Repor t :  R IO  Coun t ry  

Repor t  2015 :  B raz i l  ( 2016 )
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AUTOMOTIVE
Automotive is the largest industr ial

sector (23% industr ial GDP) and is

responsib le for 5.5% the total Brazi l ian

GDP. As of 2013, Brazi l was the world‘s

8th largest automotive producer (3.7

MM) and had the 6th largest market for

l ight vehic les . Although the numbers

have fa l len dur ing economic cris is, the

industry is regaining i ts s trength in

recent t ime not only due to the

economic heal th of the country but also

due to the signi f icant ly increased export

share (36% in 2017 compared to 2013)

which was a react ion to the

depreciat ing Real . 1,2

The industry comprises automobi les,

l ight vehic les, trucks, buses and

agricul tura l machines and is regulated

by ANFAVEA, the Brazi l ian Associat ion

of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers, which

is part of the Internat ional Organizat ion

of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers (OICA).

World‘s leading motor vehicle

manufacturers are present in Brazi l

(e.g. Volkswagen Group, Ford, General

Motors , Nissan Motors , Toyota,

Mi tsubish i , Mercedes-Benz, Renaul t ,

Honda, Hyundai , F ia t Chrys ler

Automot ive, BYD, Volvo, BMW, etc . ) .

From the home-grown producers ,

Tro l ler is cons idered to be the most

successful by serving a share of Lat in

American and Afr ican markets.

Besides being well -establ ished and

highly developed in the automotive

manufacturing, Brazi l has proven its

competi t iveness in engineering and

design of automotive. Many internat ional

f irms chose Brazil for their R&D centres

and design teams. For instance, Toyota

established one of i ts few appl ied

research centres in São Bernardo do

Campo, whereas Nissan created a

strong design team in the heart of Rio de

Janeiro with an aim to study and adjust

to the local preferences in no-t ime.

In order to incentivize foreign

investments as well as to further

increase export rates of Brazi l ian

automobiles both improvements in free

trade pol icy and planned revision of the

“ Inovar-Auto” with a new, less

protectionist policy called “Route 2030 ”

are foreseen. The Inovar-Auto

programme was developed to encourage

production of more efficient, safer and

technology-advanced vehicles by

managing taxation exceptions (IPI:

industrial products tax). 3 However, it

received cri t iques in regards to impl ici t

protectionism. The overhaul of this

policy, Route 2030, is aimed to continue

to foster innovation and efficiency but

remodel the IPI taxation. This radical

change is seen to be favourable for

electric vehic les.

1 BCB:  The Centra l  bank o f  Braz i l  ( https://www.bcb.gov.br/pec/Indeco/Ingl/indecoi.asp)
2 IBGE:  Braz i l ian  Inst i tute  o f  Geography  and Stat ist ics
3  https://www.theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/ICCTupdate_Brazil_InovarAuto_feb2013.pdf
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Year Vehicle Production Export

2013 3 712 736 9.1%   ↑ 565 111 

2014 3 146 194 15.3% ↓ 334 219 

2015 2 419 021 23.1% ↓ 417 332 

2016 2 176 784 10%    ↓ 516 568 

2017 2 699 167 24%   ↑ 766 013 

Busses Trucks
Passenger 

Cars

Light 

Commercials

MAN MAN Volkswagen Volkswagen

Mercedes-Benz Mercedes-Benz Peugeot Citroën Peugeot Citroën

Scania Scania Ford Ford

Volvo Volvo Fiat Fiat

Agrale Agrale Renault Renault

Iveco Iveco Nissan Nissan

International International General Motors General Motors

CAOA Mahindra Mahindra

Hyundai Hyundai CAOA

DAF Toyota Iveco

Ford Honda Agrale

Mitsubishi Mitsubishi

BMW

TOP vehic le producers and OEMs are act ive in d i f ferent segments of

automot ive industry of Brazi l .

The product ion volume of vehic les has

decreased dur ing the recent economic

cr is is . However, i t is s tar t ing to regain i ts

s t rength thanks to pos i t ive indust ry

pol ic ies , t rade agreements and overa l l

economic heal th of Brazi l .

1 BCB:  The Centra l  bank o f  Braz i l  ( https://www.bcb.gov.br/pec/Indeco/Ingl/ ind eco i .as p)
2 ANFAVEA:  Braz i l ian  Automot iv e Industry  Year  Book 2017

Revenue incl. auto parts (2015):

USD 59.1 Billion
Exports incl. auto parts (2016): 

USD 17.9 Billion
Investment incl. auto parts (1994/2012):

USD 68 MM 
Imports incl. auto parts (2016):  

USD 17.9 Billion
Assemblers:       31
Auto Parts:       616
Dealers:          5 592

1

2

2
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AGRIBUSINESS
Agr ibus iness is a vocat ion for Brazi l as

the country has a geographic d ivers i ty,

one of the la rgest arab le land areas,

su i tab le c l imate character is t ics as wel l

as the largest resource of f resh water .

The Brazi l ian agr icu l tu ra l sector has

seen a radica l t ransformat ion from

tradi t ional to research and technology

based innovat ive system of product ion .

Regard less of recent economic cr is is ,

Brazi l keeps i ts power in the

agr ibus iness . This sector had the

highest growth rate in the last

decades . W hen the whole economy

was cont ract ing in 2015, th is economic

sector was the only one to expand and

reach a growth rate of 1.8%. This was

due to the innovat ion and technologica l

development , ef f ic ient pol icy and

industry management and long- term

investments in agr icu l tura l research.

Al l o f th is fac i l i ta ted the country to

become one of the largest agr icu l tura l

producers surpass ing the U.S. in

cer ta in crop types.

Brazi l ian agr icu l tura l sector compr ises

6.9% of the global t rade alone. The

country is wel l -known for the scale of

i ts meat product ion and export as wel l .

However, domest ic consumpt ion of

meat accounts for around three four th

of the tota l meat product ion (ch icken,

pork , beef) .1

In regards to the rapid ly growing

world ‘s populat ion , Brazi l has the

potent ia l to p lay a lead ing ro le in the

food supply. In 2050, i t is expected

that the world ‘s popula t ion wi l l reach

10 Bi l l ion . This wi l l impose a ser ious

chal lenge for a l l countr ies as the

global agr icu l tura l output needs to

increase by 60%.2 Accord ing to the

World Bank in 2015, 34% of tota l land

was in agr icu l tura l use. The savannah

and pra i r ie reg ions are potent ia l areas

for expans ion. Brazi l is an example o f

t rop ica l agr icu l ture wi th increas ing

adopt ion of fore ign crops .

The growing demand for food wi l l not

on ly af fect the agr icu l tura l sector and

other sectors such as energy, but i t

a l ready inf l ic ts ser ious burden on the

surrounding and globa l envi ronment

and wor ld c l imate . This is a lso one of

the main chal lenges fo r agr ibus iness

as the government is work ing

vigorous ly towards des ign ing and

implement ing ru les and pol ic ies to

ensure susta inable growth and

envi ronmenta l protect ion .

1 USDA: United States Department of  
Agr iculture 2015/2016;  AgroStat 2015
2 FAO: Food and Agr icultural  
Organizat ion of  the United Nat ions
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TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE 

AGRIBUSINESS

For centuries agricultural development was

based on a central idea of the so-called

“extrativismo”, which stands for extractive land

use. This method is used for various agricultural

and forest businesses such as timber, crop, nuts

production, provision of pasture land, hunting

and fishing. It entails numerous negative impacts

on the environment: soil erosion, endangerment

of biodiversity, carbon emission, deforestation

and so on. Agricultural activities are the main

cause for deforestation. However, with the

economic prosperity of the country road

construction, urbanization, population growth,

mining and dams accelerated deforestation

process.

Today, Brazil has the world‘s largest PA system

covering nearly 12.4%1 of the global total. From

the Brazilian territory 17.20% of terrestrial and

inland water areas, 1.5% oceanic areas2 and

13.2% of indigenous lands3 are under protection.

The PA are classified into three main categories:

strictly protected, sustainable use and

indigenous land.

PPCDAm, the Action Plan for the Prevention and

Control of Deforestation in the Legal Amazon,

was a stepping stone towards combating

deforestation.

1 Ferreira,  J . ,  Aragão,  L .  E .  O.  C. ,  Bar low,  J . ,  Barreto ,  P. ,  Berenguer ,  E . ,  
Bustamante,  M.,  . . .  & Pardin i ,  R.  (2014).  Braz i l 's  environmental  leadership  at  
r isk .  Sc ience,  346(6210),  706 -707
2 Ministér io do Meio Ambiente, 2015
3 FUNAI, 2015

References

Policy series against deforestation with

a focus on (a) monitoring and law

enforcement, (b) territorial management

and land use, and (c) promotion of

sustainable practices.

The Action Plan for the Prevention 
and Control of Deforestation in the 

Legal Amazon

Brazilian Forest Code

This Forest Code regulates land use

and limits the scale of deforestation by

constituting areas that must be

preserved within private properties.

The Environmental and Rural Registry

established as an environmental

regularization system that uses

georeferencing to record limits of private

properties and state of protected areas

(PA).

The Low-Carbon Agriculture Programme

was developed to hit global target

carbon emission level while fostering

growth in the agribusiness. It provides

farmers subsidized rural credits for

adapting a Direct Planting System.

Cadastro Ambiental Rural

National Plan for Low Carbon 
Emissions in Agriculture
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Product
Production 

Global Ranking

Export 

Global Ranking 

Share of Domestic 

Consumption

Coffee 1 1 29%

Sugar 1 1 31%

Orange Juice 1 1 5%

Beef 2 3 86%

Soybeans 2 1 24%

Chicken meat 3 1 68%

Maize 3 2 63%

Pork 4 4 85%

1 USDA: United States Department of  Agr iculture 2015/2016;  AgroStat 2015
2 Embrapa

20%

19,7%

17%

13%

11,3%

11%

8%

LAND USE IN BRAZIL

Native vegetation on public
rural lands

Pastures

Native vegetation on
conservation units

Native vegetation on
indigenous lands

Cities, infrastructure, etc.

Native vegetation on private
rural properties

Crops and planted forests

2

Rural Properties

38.7%
Native Vegetation

61%
Urban Use

38.7%
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BIOECONOMY & BIOTECHNOLOGY

Bioeconomy uses renewable biological

resources from land and sea to produce food,

materials and energy. Its aim is to

simultaneously provide innovative and low-

emissions economy that fosters sustainable

agriculture, fishery, food security, renewable

energy production and biodiversity and

environmental protection.1 It emerged as a

response to global issues such as: climate

change and global warming, rapid population

growth, projected food scarcity, depletion of non-

renewables and demand for environmentally

friendly low-cost production systems.

For decades, production and consumption of

ethanol was one of the successful

biotechnological commodities. The Brazilian

bioethanol industry is now the second largest in

the world accounting for a quarter of total

domestic fuel consumption. The country has a

well-established innovative agricultural sector,

strong background in tropical agricultural

research, biodiversity, high-ranking academic

sector and a well-structured business flora, all of

which represent a promising foundation for a

successful bioeconomy.

National policy that facilitates development of

biotechnology and biosciences was introduced in

2007. After further independent development of

bio-based industry products, the Brazilian

National Confederation of Industry (CNI) has

launched an annual Bioeconomy Forum.

The current focus of Brazilian bioeconomic policy

is set on biopharmaceuticals, agricultural

biotechnology, animal and industrial

biotechnology. The industry itself is aiming to

improve product and process innovation. Hence,

R&D projects, science infrastructure, funding,

human resources and legal environment are the

key enabling factors.2

The development of bioenergy and

biotechnology is the responsibility of Ministry of

Mines and Energy and Ministry of Development,

Industry and Foreign Trade of Brazil

respectively.

1 Defin it ion by European Commission
2 German Bioeconomy Counci l  (2015):  Braz i l .  
https://biooekonomie.de/sites/default/files/brazil.pdf 
3 CLIB2021: bioeconomy cluster based in Germany. German-Brazi l ian 

Innovation Guide (No.1).  

References
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Example of Scientific  and 

Technological  Bioeconomy Elements

Sustainable production of biomass for 

nutrition and industrial purposes

Extraction of plant ingredients

Transformation of sugar, vegetable oil 

and lignocellulose to platform chemicals

Processing to bio-based fine, specialty 

and bulk chemicals including energy 

carriers

Cascade use of processing material 

flows

Use of CO2-emission (e.g. from biogas 

fermentation) and  CO (e.g. synthesis gas 

from steel mill-emission or municipal solid 

waste).

3



Source

Braz i l ,  H .  B .  R .  (2011 ) .  B IOECONOMY.  An  Agenda  fo r  B raz i l .  A  repor t  by  Harvard  Bus iness  

Rev iew Ana l y t i c  Serv i ces .

http://arquivos.portaldaindustria.com.br/app/conteudo_24/2013/10/18/411/20131018135824537392u.pdf 
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CONVERGENT & CRITICAL ACTIONS TO DEVELOP THE BRAZILIAN BIOECONOMY

1 Modernization of the regulatory framework

2 Increased investment in R&D

3 Consolidation of scientific and technological base

4 Expansion and modernization of laboratory infrastructure

5 Stimulus to entrepreneurship

6 Dissemination of culture of innovation 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE UNIVERSE OF BIOECONOMY

INDUSTRIAL 
BIOTECHNOLOGY

PRIMARY
PRODUCTION

HUMAN
HEALTH

Processing and 
production: chemicals, 
plastics, enzymes

Environmental 
applications: 
bioremediation, 
biosensor, methods of 
reducing environmental 
impacts

Production of biofuels

Crossing and improving 
plants and animals

Veterinary applications

Diagnostic therapies

Pharmacogenetics

Functional foodstuffs

Medical equipment

Source: OECD, 2009



Source

Braz i l ,  H .  B .  R .  (2011 ) .  B IOECONOMY.  An  Agenda  fo r  B raz i l .  A  repor t  by  Harvard  Bus iness  

Rev iew Ana l y t i c  Serv i ces .

http://arquivos.portaldaindustria.com.br/app/conteudo_24/2013/10/18/411/20131018135824537392u.pdf 
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

In the past decade, Brazilian government

focused on fostering information and

communication technology (ICT) infrastructure.

The priority was to make ICT goods and services

available and affordable especially to the

underserved population. One policy example is

the establishment of the National Broadband

Plan (PNBL) in 2010. The central goal was to

provide broadband coverage to 40 million

households with reduced tariffs. After two years,

the government had launched a strategic

programme to promote and foster Brazilian ICT

environment (global R&D centres initiative,

digital ecosystems initiative, start-up promotion,

ICT skills development, etc.).2 Mobile

telecommunications technology 3G covers 69%

(3827 out of 5570) of total municipalities in the

country, whereas 4G serves 118 cities (2014).

The ICT market entices around 45% of the total

sectoral investments in the region. This sector

had a moderate but a steady growth of 5%

between 2006 and 2014 subsequently reaching

2.7% GDP share. It employed 3.3% of the

national labour force in 2014 and it is expected

to reach 10.7% in 2022. Although currently

Brazil has not a major role in the global ICT

arena, its competence and potential has already

caught worldwide attention. This can also be

seen by the fact that foreign companies, which

are specialized in telecom and IT services

(Telmex, America Movil, Telefonica, Portugal

Telecom, Telecom India, etc.), dominate the

domestic market.

In order to boost up innovation and productivity,

Brazil is supporting and strengthening market

competition. Business expenditure on R&D

(BERD) in Brazilian ICT sector comprised 13.6%

of the total national BERD (2014). This is almost

double of Russian ICT BERD of the same year.2

In terms of human resources, Brazil showed a

promising development according to data from

2008-2011. The mean annual growth rate of

personnel in the ICT sector reached 27% leaving

behind China, EU and Japan among others.1

1 PREDICT Key Facts  Report  (2017)
2 OECD (2015):  OECD Dig i ta l  Economy Out look 2015
3 W orld Bank.  As percentage of  service exports ,  ba lance of  payments
4 W orld Bank.  As percentage of  to ta l  goods imports

References

ICT Service Exports3 (2016)

55%
ICT Goods Imports4 (2016)

13%
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MARINE RESEARCH

The biodivers i ty of Braz i l is one of the

r ichest in the wor ld . I t has been under

invest igat ion for many subsequent

years now. Yet , the mar ine fauna is

most ly unexplo red. About 10.000

mar ine animals and 3.000 plants have

been ident i f ied in present t ime. Around

10% of reef spec ies are endemic to

Brazi l ian mar ine region.2

Marine research compr ises a var ie ty of

other natura l sc iences and stretches

from studies of oceanic ecosystem

inc lud ing animals , p lants , ab iot ic

processes, underwater sur faces to

technologica l so lut ions as wel l as

mar ine bioproducts , energy and non-

renewable commodi t ies .

In recent years , due to the increas ing

threat of c l imate change, over - f ish ing

and oceanic pol lu t ion researchers have

converged thei r a t tent ion to

conservat ion and susta inabi l i ty of the

mar ine ecosystem. Brazi l has made

many commitments towards mar ine

envi ronmenta l protect ion such as

Promise of Sydney and UN’s

Susta inable Development Goal 14.

In 2014, per capi ta f ish consumpt ion

ranged from 11 to 30 k i lograms

depending on the region.1 The

coast l ine of 8.400 k i lometres not only

suppl ies the major i ty of the domest ic

consumpt ion but i t is a lso a gateway to

novel pharmacologica l compounds.

In Brazi l , mar ine research is carr ied

out by academia in pub l ic univers i t ies

and only a few work for the pr i vate

sector and independent research

centers . Af te r the rat i f icat ion of

UNCLOS (Uni ted Nat ions Convent ion

on the Law of the Sea), Brazi l ian

government promoted mar i t ime

research on a much higher level and

also put more ef for t in the coord inat ion

of separate ent i t ies of th is sector . The

UNCLOS had also fac i l i ta ted the

development of spec i f ic mar ine pol ic ies

and establ ishment of cer ta in inst i tu tes .

1 MPA: Ministry  of  F isher ies and Agr iculture 
2Marine Hotspots.  http://www.marinehotspots.org/index.php/featured-projects/gulls/brazil 
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NANOTECHNOLOGY 

Global market for nanotechnology

based products reached 2 bi l l ion USD

in 2017 and is forecasted to grow

annual ly at an average rate of 30%.

Brazi l ian government act ive ly supports

fur ther development of the nat ional

nanosc ience s ince ear ly 2000. Between

2000 and 2007, investments reached

160 mi l l ion BRL (37.2 mi l l ion EUR).

Investments are main ly f inanced by the

government th rough pol ic ies wi th a

focus on basic research and creat ion

of STI in f rast ructu re . Appl icat ion of

nanotechnology in industr ies , however,

had no strong support i ve system from

the government yet .

Af ter the launch o f the Nanotechnology

Nat ional Programme (funding budget of

31 mi l l ion USD), nat ional sc ient i f ic

publ icat ions in the nanotechnology

f ie ld had seen a sign i f icant growth. In

2016, the number o f publ icat ions was

more than 20.000. This accounts for

roughly 1.6% of the global

nanotechnology publ icat ions . Al though

the share is re la t ive ly moderate, the

compound annual growth rate of 12% is

r ight behind India (22%) and China

(20%).

Nanosc ience and nanotechnology is

h igh ly in terd isc ip l inary s ince they draw

on number of areas o f sc ience and

technology.

Brazi l ian nanotechnology publ icat ions

are main ly re la ted to phys ics ,

chemist ry and mater ia ls sc ience.

In ternat ional research cooperat ion

contr ibuted much in the Brazi l ian

nanotechnology. Almost 40% of to ta l

nanotechnology publ ica t ions had an

fore ign co-author . Authors f rom the EU

accounted for the highest to ta l share

(e.g. France 15%, Germany 11%, Spain

9%).

References

2001.... 

Multidisciplinary Cooperative 

Research Networks and Institutos do 

Milênio

2004….

Development of

Nanoscience and Nanotechnology

(28 million USD)

2005….

Nanotechnology National Program

2007-2010....

PACTI & PDP

2009....

Nanotechnology Competitiveness 

Forum & INCT

2012-2015....

ENCTI

2013....

IBN (102.3 million EUR) & CNI
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NanoBus in es s  - In fo rmaçã o  e  Inovação  L tda .  (2016 ) :  Ana l ys i s  O f  Sc ience ,  Techno logy  And  

Innova t i on  Oppor tun i t i e s  In  Nano tec hn o l og y  In  B raz i l  Fo r  Du tch  Ins t i t u tes  And  Compan ie s .  

h t tps : / /www. r v o . n l / s i t es / d e fa u l t / f i l e s / 20 1 7 /0 3 / Na no t e ch _B ra z i l i e . pd f .  

https://www.rvo.nl/sites/default/files/2017/03/Nanotech_Brazilie.pdf


Source

NanoBus in es s  - In fo rmaçã o  e  Inovação  L tda .  (2016 ) :  Ana l ys i s  O f  Sc ience ,  Techno logy  And  

Innova t i on  Oppor tun i t i e s  In  Nano tec hn o l og y  In  B raz i l  Fo r  Du tch  Ins t i t u tes  And  Compan ie s .  

h t tps : / /www. r v o . n l / s i t es / d e fa u l t / f i l e s / 20 1 7 /0 3 / Na no t e ch _B ra z i l i e . pd f .  
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TOP 30 ACTORS IN THE NANOTECHNOLOGY 

PUBLICATIONS OF BRAZIL

https://www.rvo.nl/sites/default/files/2017/03/Nanotech_Brazilie.pdf


RENEWBLE ENERGY

Energy derived from renewable resources

is not a new thing. Brazil ’s continuous

commitment to renewable energy, rich

natural resources and the highly-efficient

agricultural industry made it one of the

world’s ten largest electricity producers.

Nearly 85% of the domestic electricity is

derived from renewable resources where

hydropower accounts for 75%. For

decades, hydroelectric power generators

were util ized to produce a relatively high

share of domestic energy supply. Yet,

biofuels is another strength of Brazilian

renewables. In fact, Brazil is the world

leader in production of biofuels.

Nevertheless, Brazil is in the process of

rapidly diversifying its energy portfol io by

wind, photovoltaics and biomass.

Brazil ’s wind power capacity grew from

29 mega-watts to 8.000 mega-watts

within 10 years (2005-2015). Regardless

of this positive development, it has a one

major downside, which is the seasonality.

Wind power has seasonal characteristics

reaching its pick strength between June

and December.

Therefore, photovoltaics have a great

role in complimenting wind power

generators. Today, not long-after the

large-scale deployment of solar energy

supported by the government, brazil hit 1

giga- watt solar power capacity. The

growth of this sub-sector was

exponential . Bahia, Piauí, Minas Gerais,

Rio Grande do Norte and Pernambuco

are the states where the main operational

plants are located.

Another rapidly growing sub-sector is the

biomass. Around 27% of the domestic

energy production is thanks to this novel

method of using organic garbage,

agricultural remains, wood rests and food

waste. It is highly praised by the global

environmental activists as well as by the

industry itself, as it has a promising

future in mitigating carbon emissions and

enables the production of other biomass-

based by-products. The biomass energy

sector employs over a mil l ion of people.

In terms of investments, although oil and

gas stil l receive the majority of total

energy investments, renewables are

steadily catching up. In 2016, according

to UN Environment and Bloomberg, it

reached 78.3 bil lion USD. To spur the

development of wind, solar and biomass,

several funding programmes have been

init iated.

1 Gi l s ,  H . ,  S imon,  S .  and  Sor i a ,  R .  (2017 ) :  100% Renewa b l e  Energy  Supp l y  fo r  B raz i l  - The  

Ro le  o f  Sec to r  Coup l i ng  and  Reg iona l  Deve lopm ent ,  MDPI Journa l  Energ ies .   
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HEALTH & MEDICAL RESEARCH

Heal thcare sector in Brazi l has a

massive potent ia l be ing the 9 th la rgest

heal thcare market on the wor ld . In

2015, heal thcare expendi ture was at

9.5% of the nat ional GDP (1.804 bi l l ion

USD). The populat ion of the count ry

has reached over 200 mi l l ion wi th an

annual average growth rate of 0.9%.

The country is expect ing demographic

chal lenges in the coming decades. L i fe

expectancy in Lat in Amer ican countr ies

grew from on average of 45 years to 75

dur ing 1940-2015.

Brazi l ian government s t rongly supports

the heal thcare system. The count ry is

a great example of a cooperat ion and

partnersh ip between publ ic and pr ivate

in terest groups. This model leads to a

higher ef f ic iency and investments in

the sector . I t is bui l t on a prevent ion

bas is instead of cur ing – which

contr ibutes to overa l l cost reduct ion .

The system is cal led Sis tema Único de

Saúde (SUS) and i t covers

approximate ly 70% of the populat ion

f ree of charge. On the other hand, the

pr ivate heal th sector c loses gaps in the

demand that the SUS alone was unable

to . Over 50 mi l l ion people have a

pr ivate heal thcare insurance. The

share of ind iv idual heal thcare spending

accounts for about 30%.

Besides the growth of middle c lass,

recent increase in the heal th p lan is

a lso re la ted to col lec t ive contracts ,

s ince provis ion o f pr i vate heal thcare

insurances is h igh ly va lued by the

workers . Pr iva te heal thcare market in

Brazi l is h igh ly compet i t ive . I t has

dozens of companies, the largest of

which serves only 8% of the 30%

market share.

Al though i t may seem that the market

is h igh ly satu rated, there is growing

gap and di f fe rences in th is sector .

Bus iness opportun i t ies can be seen in

the heal thcare techno logy, ef f ic ient

management , fac i l i t ies , etc . Recent ly,

the Brazi l ian government has opened

i ts hospi ta l doors to in ternat ional

investments . Pr ior to th is major

leg is la t ive change, only 1% of the to ta l

beds of the hospi ta ls were operated by

the pr ivate sector and moreover

in ternat ional actors were rest r ic ted

from th is market segment .

Fur thermore, p r iva te laborator ies also

present a very at t ract ive segment

most ly due to i ts h igh prof i tab i l i ty .

PWC: The Pharmaceut ica l  Indust ry  in  Braz i l .  

h t tps : / /www.pwc.com.br /p t /pub l icacoes/se tores -a t iv idade/assets /saude/pharma -13-

ing les .pdf .  
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https://www.pwc.com.br/pt/publicacoes/setores-atividade/assets/saude/pharma-13-ingles.pdf


Source

PWC:  The  Pharmace u t i c a l  Indus t ry  i n  B raz i l .  h t tps : / /www. p wc .c om. b r / p t / pu b l i c a co e s /s e t o res -

a t i v i dade /as se t s / sa u de / p h a rm a -13 - i n g le s . pd f .  
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HEALTHCARE MARKET OPPORTUNITIES

HOSPITALS PRIVATE 

LABORATORY

PHARMA-

INDUSTRY

PUBLIC 

HEALTHCARE

• Recent market 

liberalization

• High potential

• High profit margins

• 5 billion EUR 

market

• High number of 

mergers and 

acquisitions

• Investments 

through greenfields 

to regional markets 

in the Northeast 

and Central-West

• Patient freedom to 

choose between 

brand-name, 

generic and 

biosimilar drugs 

since 2014

• 14 trillion EUR 

market  

• PPP (Public 

Private 

Partnership)
• Government 

transfers to private 

sector in form of 

infrastructure, 

human capital, 

technology, etc. 

3M, Baxter, Beckton Dickinson, Dentsply, Fresenius,

GE, Healthcare, Geratherm, Johnson & Johnson,

Philips, Roche, Medtronic, Siemens Healthcare, GSK,

Bayer, MSD, Sanofi, Pfizer, Novartis, Novo, Nordisk

DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRY 

LEADERS

https://www.pwc.com.br/pt/publicacoes/setores-atividade/assets/saude/pharma-13-ingles.pdf


INFRASTRUCTURE
Brazi l produces wide range of

consumer products and i t is a lso one of

the largest commodi ty and agr icu l tura l

exporte rs . This impl ies that log is t ics

p lays an important ro le in the count ry 's

economy. The federa l po l ic ies have

been focus ing on the development of

t ransportat ion inf rast ructure over the

past decade by inc reas ing government

expendi ture f rom rough ly 1.05 bi l l ion

(2005) to about 4.24 bi l l ion EUR

(2014).1 Al though these numbers are

growing each year, the current and

future demand is enormous.

Thus, in 2016, the Pro ject Growth 2

(Projeto Crescer ) has been announced

wi th in tends to pr ivat ize ai rpor ts ,

h ighways, por ts , ra i lways, and many

other in f rast ructure elements . Pro jeto

Crescer compr ises var ious pro jects . I t

wi l l be carr ied out in severa l s tages,

e.g. for the f i rs t s tage 34 assets were

l is ted for the auct ion and in the second

stage there wi l l be 55 s ing le pro jects .

Each s ing le pro ject wi l l be under the

ru le of Investment Partnersh ip

Programme, which fac i l i ta tes fore ign

investments to Brazi l . Accord ing ly,

publ ic not ices and auct ions are extra

carr ied out on Engl ish . Another main

feature of the Pro ject Growth is the

emphasis of accept ing only those

proposals that have a proven

envi ronmenta l feas ib i l i ty s tud ies .

Accord ing to the government of Brazi l ,

the ent i re Pro ject Growth is foreseen

to ra ise around 12.1 bi l l ion EUR 3. To

fur ther promote and aid the

ef fect iveness o f the programme, the

BNDS had int roduced new credi t

models . In addi t ion, as a support ive

system of these types of publ ic

programmes, the Brazi l i an Government

in t roduced a spec ia l tax incent i ve –

REIDI . This tax regime al lows those

f i rms, whose inf rast ructure pro jects

were approved by the re levant

Brazi l ian author i t ies , to apply for soc ia l

tax exempt ions when procur ing

intermediate goods and services for

the accompl ishment of the i r pro jects .

1  CNT:  Na t i ona l  Con fede ra t i o n  o f  T ranspor t  Repor t  (March ,  2017)
2  Pro je to Cresce r :  http://www.avancarparcerias.gov.br/
3  Federa l  Revenue :  REIDI  
4  CNT:  Na t i ona l  Con fede ra t i o n  o f  T ranspor t  Repor t  (March ,  2017) ;  Na t i ona l  P lan  fo r  Log i s t i cs  
and  T ranspo r ta t i o ns  (PNLT) ;  M in i s t ry  o f  T ranspo r ta t i o n  (2012)
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Type 2017 2031

Rail 20.7% 43%

Water 13.5% 15%

Road 61.1% 38%

Air 0.4% 1%

FRIGHT TRANSPORTATION 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

(current & projected)

4
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LLC   

SOCIEDADE LIMITADA

 Formed by individuals or capital

 Profit orientated

 Legislation: Law 10.406/2002 (Article 

1.052 – 1.087)

 Legal Name: “NAME” e companhia 

limitada

 Two or more owners (individual or legal 

entities)

 Registration and Filing: at Junta 

Comercial of applicable jurisdiction

 Capital Share: between owners

 Capital: no min. capital requirement  

 Management: one or more partners / 

contactually defined non-owner 

(foreigners must have permanent visa)

 Termination: at the end of its term, 

unanimous resolution of all members, 

resolution of members representing an 

absolute majority, in companies with an 

open-ended duration,  insufficient 

plurality of members, expiration of 

company’s license to operate, court 

decision, bankruptcy.

CORPORATION   

SOCIEDADE ANÔNIMA

 Formed by public / private capital 

 Profit orientated

 Legislation: Law 6.404/1976

 Legal Name: “NAME” S.A. or Cia.

 Two or more shareholders (closely held 

companies); three or more shareholders 

(publicly traded companies)

 Registration and Filing: at Junta 

Comercial of applicable jurisdiction

 Capital Share: divided into shares

 Capital: no min. capital requirement but 

10% of the share issuance  price per 

shareholder in cash

 Management: set by shareholders; one 

or more partners / contactually defined 

non-owner (foreigners must have 

permanent visa)

 Termination: dissolution comes into  

effect either by court order or by the 

ruling of administrative authorities with 

jurisdiction. Incorporation, merger and 

spinoff are forms of dissolution.

To sel l goods and prov ide services in Brazi l i t is not compulsory to set up a

business ent i ty, because import of goods and services is permi t ted as a genera l

ru le . However, there are except ions fo r render ing spec i f ic services and

market ing certa in goods. Hence, i t is advisable to consul t a Brazi l ian lawyer to

avoid get t ing into an imbrogl io wi th Brazi l ian just ice system, espec ia l ly tax

author i t ies .

The legal s t ructu re of a bus iness ent i ty f i rs t and foremost depends on i ts type:

for-prof i t or non-prof i t organizat ion . Fore ign companies should addi t ional ly

dec ide whether as a parent company to es tabl ish a branch in Brazi l or

incorporate an independent subs id iary .

COMMON LEGAL STRUCTURES OF FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
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INDIVIDUAL LLC   

EIRELI

 Formed by an individual

 Profit orientated

 Legislation: Law 12,441/2011

 Legal Name: “NAME” EIRELI

 One proprietor, one EIRELI

 Registration and Filing: at Junta 

Comercial of applicable jurisdiction

 Capital: min. 150.000 BRL (also in 

assets)

 Management: by owner / non-owner 

stated in a contract (foreigners must 

have permanent visa)

 Termination: compliance with LLC 

rules

DETAILED INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE (IN PORTUGUESE) AT:

www.drei.smpe.gov.br

www.smpe.gov.br 

BRANCH OF A FOREIGN FIRM

 Possible to establish a branch but it is 

not advisable 

 Tedious and time-consuming to 

receive a government authorization

 Authorization: min. 6 months

 Authorizing Organ: MDIC

 Establishment Cost: same as opening 

a new business entity

 Tax: same taxation rate as Brazilian 

companies & no advantages that can 

be applied to fully independent firms

COMMON LEGAL STRUCTURES OF FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
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ASSOCIATION AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

There are severa l types of legal forms appl icable to non-prof i t organizat ion in

Brazi l (e .g . Assoc iat ion, Civi l Soc iety Organizat ion, Cooperat i ve, Foundat ion and

Socia l Organizat ion) . The most su i tab le one for a bus iness ent i ty that is nei ther

fu l ly phi lanthropic nor prof i t -or iented is the organizat ional type “Assoc iat ion” .

Th is fo rm can change i ts s tatus to “Civ i l Society Organizat ion of Publ ic In terest ”

(OSCIP) af ter 3 years of operat ion .

ASSOCIATION

ASSOCIAÇÃO

 Union of two or more people with 

common non-economic objective

 Non-Profit Private Law Entity

 Legislation: Law 10.406/2002 – arts. 

52 to 61

 Legal Name: “NAME” Associação

 Capital: internal / exteranal donations

 Management: members

 Termination: must be specified by the 

General Assembly in the core legal 

document of the Association 

CSOPI

ORGANIZAÇÃO DA SOCIEDADE CIVIL 

DE INTERESSE PÚBLICO

 Union of two or more individual or legal 

entities with a non-economic main goal

 Non-Profit Private Law Entity with a 

focus on: Studies, R&D, Science, 

Philanthropy, Promotion of social and 

cultural assiatnce, Human rights, 

Environmental purposes, Clubs or 

services. 

 Legislation: Law No. 9790/99

 Legal Name: “NAME” OCSIP

 Capital: associates donations, surplus 

revenue

 Management: General Assembly

 Termination: must be specified by the 

General Assembly in the core legal 

document of the Association 
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Brazil ian supportive system in regards to

f inancing and funding of STI and

business has a wide spectrum. It can

range from loans, grants, equity

investments, tax incentives to intangible

support .

Different funding schemes are being set

up in dif ferent Brazi l ian states through

the existing Research Foundations in

each state to fund Brazi l ian partic ipation

in Horizon 2020 collaborat ive projects.

The first scheme was established by the

Research Foundation of the State of São

Paulo (FAPESP) in 2015. Following this,

the National Council of Research

Foundations has led a coordinated effort

among the other research foundations in

Brazil ian States to follow the example of

FAPESP.

The STI funding is mainly financed by

the government and aff i l iated entit ies

such as state-owned enterprises. The

National Fund for Science and

Technology (FNDCT) managed by FINEP

(Funding Authori ty for Studies and

Projects) together with CNPq (National

Research Council ) is the main source of

the Brazil ian research and innovation

scene. The FNDCT budget is covered by

taxes levied upon certain products but

also by a fraction of a revenue stemming

from natural resources.

The distribut ion of the FNDCT is sector

based and the allocat ion occurs through

various channels into public and private

R&I funding:

• scholarship grants

• research subsidies

• economic grant

• loans

• corporate investment

• investment and part icipat ion funds

• state purchase with local preference
margin

• technological order and

• tax incentives

The support of pr ivate R&I is carr ied out

both through direct and indirect channels

and it has been steadily growing over

the past years. The direct funding is

mainly comprised from tender subsidies,

low-interest loans and funding of R&I

partnerships between innovative

companies and universi t ies . In contrast,

the indirect support system uses tax

incentives to accelerate business R&I.

Since 2005 when the Lei do Bem

(Goodwil l Law) was introduced, the

number and the scope of the benefits

originating from this type of incentivizes

grew constantly.

BUSINESS & RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
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cooperat ive act i v i t ies in areas of

common interest by carrying out and

support ing sc ient i f ic and technologica l

research and development act iv i t ies .

The Joint Steer ing Commit tee is

respons ib le for the management of the

agreement and meets , normal ly, once a

year . The common areas of research

and innovat ion compr ise, in ter a l ia ,

mar ine research, in format ion and

communicat ion technologies, heal th ,

t ransport and envi ronmenta l research.

Other agreements and arrangements

include:

• The "Belém Statement on Atlantic

Research & Innovation Cooperation“

which aims to aims to improve the

sc ient i f ic knowledge of mar ine

ecosystems and the l inks between

oceans and cl imate change, food

and energy systems, as wel l as the

dynamics of the At lant i c Ocean and

i ts in terconnected c i rcu lat ion

systems from Antarc t ica to the

Arct ic .

• The Agreement for cooperat ion (CA)

between the European Atomic

Energy Communi ty and the

Government of the Federat ive

Republ ic of Brazi l in the f ie ld of

fus ion energy research entered into

force in January 2013. The CA

const i tu tes the appropr ia te

f ramework to encompass and

promote fur ther co l laborat ive

IMPORTANT STI AGREEMENTS 

BETWEEN EU-BR 

The most recent bilateral agreement

“Administrative Agreements” brings new

heights to the long-standing relat ion of

the EU and Brazi l . Signed on May 2018,

by the European Commission and the

three Brazi l ian funding agencies - the

Brazi l ian Nat ional Counc i l for Sc ient i f ic

and Technologica l Development

(CNPq), the Brazi l ian Funding Agency

for Studies and Projects (FINEP) and

the Brazi l ian Nat ional Counci l o f State

Funding Agencies (CONFAP) – i t

s t rengthens the cooperat ion of both

part ies on the STI landscape.

The agreement fosters the cooperat ion

by t r ipar t i te support i ve mechanism: (1)

extens ion o f the nat iona l co- funding of

Brazi l ian part ic ipat ion in pro jects under

Hor izon 2020 from eight Brazi l ian

States to the ent i re country, (2)

promot ion of cooperat ion between

para l le l pro jects under coord inated

cal ls for proposals in Brazi l and the EU

and (3) twinning of exis t ing pro jects in

areas of common interest . W i th th is

agreement in fo rce, European and

Brazi l ian researchers wi l l be able to

cooperate more eas i l y on global issues

such as Zika vi rus, safe ty of a i rp lanes

or 5G technology.

The European and Brazi l ian STI

agreement , in force s ince 2007, lead to

more than 350 common projects. The

object ive of the agreement is to

encourage, develop and fac i l i ta te
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for the pol icy d ia logue on educat ion .

A Memorandum of Understanding

between the Brazi l ian Min is t ry of

Fore ign Af fa i rs and the European

Commiss ion was s igned in July

2007, focus ing on academic

exchanges, the creat ion of an

Inst i tu te of European Studies, and

pol icy d ia logue. A Joint Declarat ion

on Educat ion and Tra in ing was

s igned in May 2009.

act iv i t ies and pro jects and i ts main

object ive is to in tens i fy cooperat ion

between the Part ies in the areas

covered by thei r respect ive fus ion

programs

• The Cooperat ion Arrangement

between the European Commiss ion 's

Jo int Research Cent re (JRC) and

the Brazi l ian Min is t ry of Sc ience,

Technology and Innova t ion (MCTI) ,

s igned on 24/1/2013 in Brasí l ia ,

in tends to st rengthen and fur ther

s t ructure sc ient i f ic and other

cooperat ive act i v i t ies in the areas of

d isaster prevent ion and cr is is

management ; c l imate change and

susta inable management of natura l

resources and ecosystem services ;

energy, inc lud ing bioenergy and

smart gr ids ; food secur i ty ; b io-

economy; in format ion and

communicat ion technologies ( ICT),

as wel l as nanotechnologies .

• DG Educat ion and Cul ture and

CAPES (Coord inat ion for

Improvement of H igh Level

Educat ion - l inked to the Min is t ry of

Educat ion of Brazi l ) are respons ib le

IMPORTANT STI AGREEMENTS 

BETWEEN EU-BR 
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key projects in Brazil and abroad. The

benefi ts of this fel lowship include

support for l iving expenses when the

researcher is in Brazil as well as funding

for the local laboratory. 2

Young researchers work ing abroad wi th

very good sc ient i f ic accompl ishments

and who have excel led both

qual i ta t ive ly and quant i ta t ive ly in the i r

sc ient i f ic or technologica l career are

el ig ib le to receive funding and

resources to perform a two to three

year- long research pro ject in Brazi l .

The host research group would also

receive funds, as a bench fee. An

internat ional ca l l fo r proposals wi l l be

per iod ica l ly and internat ional l y

d isc losed. The program ant ic ipates the

avai lab i l i t y of funds fo r at least 100

young researchers per year . 3

SCHOLARSHIPS

To promote the consolidat ion and

expansion of STI, the government has

introduced several programmes to

attract overseas talent. For instance,

“Science without Borders” provides

annually two scholarships for young

talents and highly quali f ied researchers

from abroad to work with local

investigators in joint projects,

contr ibut ing to the capaci ta t ion of

human resources and promot ing the

return of Brazi l ian sc ient is ts work ing

overseas .1

The scholarship program for "Special

Visi t ing Researcher" aims to attract a

senior foreign researcher recognized

internat ionally as leadership in priori ty

areas of Science Without Borders

program, to conduct projects with

Brazil ian research groups and vis it

Brazil for up to three months each year

over two to three years. The program

also provides scholarships for Brazi l ian

students to doctoral and postdoctoral
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One of the nat iona l key p layers in

suppor t i ve sys tem of R&I fund ing is

the Braz i l i an Deve lopment Bank

(BNDES) . I t i s a s ta te -owned bank

wi th a main ob jec t i ve to prov ide

f inanc ia l suppor t fo r bus iness ent i t i es

in order to maxim ize nat iona l soc ia l

benef i t s . The ta rge t sec to rs ,

accord ing to i ts new lend ing pol i cy

f rom 2017, are : innova t ion ,

in f ras t ruc tu re , hea l th , env i ronmenta l

p ro jec ts , na t iona l educa t ion . Bes ides

BNDES, pr i va te c red i t ins t i tu t ions

(domes t ic and in te rna t iona l ) serve

a lso a cer ta in marke t share .

Any pr iva te company wi th a reg is te red

headquar te rs in Braz i l opera t ing in the

a fo rement ioned market sec to rs is

e l ig ib le to take a loan f rom BNDES.

The success ra te , in te res t ra te a long

redempt ion condi t ions depend on the

cred i t amount requested and the

opera t ing sec to r / p ro jec t sec to r .

The long- te rm in te res t ra te (TJLP) is

a t 6 .71% whereas the overn igh t ra te

Se l i c i s 6 .5% as of May, 2018.

The po l i cy renewa l in 2017 presen ted

a major re fo rm and change of

s t ra teg ic d i rec t ion o f the BNDES. In

the pas t , the main c r i te r ion o f g iv ing

away cred i t l i nes was based on the

indus t ry types .

Today, the c red i t -app l ican ts fea tu res ,

po ten t ia l bene f i t s and the impac t tha t

i t can have on the soc ia l we l fa re

de te rmines the cred i t i ssuance .

Moreover , as a resu l t o f no opt imal

expend i tu re o f pub l ic budget , BNDES

set a l im i t to the amount o f i t s long-

te rm cred i ts . From the to ta l ava i lab le

amount o f c red i t , 80% wi l l be

d isbursed .

Bus iness ent i t i es who s igned thei r

c red i t l i ne con t rac ts wi th BNDES in

2018, wi l l be a f fec ted by a d i f fe ren t

fo rm of TJLP – namely , TLP which

s tands fo r a long- te rm ra te . TLP is a

mod i f ied vers ion o f TJLP because i t is

anchored to the nat ional in f la t ion ra te

and the rea l in te res t ra te o f

government bonds . Th is mod i f i ca t ion

is a par t o f the na t iona l monetary

po l i cy tha t wou ld fac i l i ta te the

a l ignment o f na t iona l Treasury and

BNDES in te res t ra tes .

Brazilian Development Bank 

BNDES F inem program

BCB:  The  Cen t ra l  Bank  o f  B raz i l
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ELIGIBLE FOR CREDITS ABOVE 20 MILLION BRL

(4.6 MILLION EUR)

LINHA INCENTIVADA (A)

 Projects in innovation, environment, 

education, health and public welfare 

 Projects of government modernization

 For micro and medium-sized 

companies with an annual revenue up 

to 300 million BRL

 Basic loan interest rate (TJLP): up to 

80% of total investments

LINHA INCENTIVADA (B)

 Projects in territorial and regional 

development, education, health and 

private welfare 

 Projects in technology industry and 

services, knowledge intensive 

businesses, food and biofuel 

production

 Basic loan interest rate (TJLP): up to 

60% of total investments

LINHAS PADRAO (A)

 Expansion of production capacity

 Basic loan interest rate (TJLP): up to 

30% of total investments

LINHAS PADRAO (B)

 Other investments

 Basic loan interest rate (TJLP): up to 

0% of total investments

INFRASTRUCTURE

 Independent conditions 

 Basic loan interest rate (TJLP): 0 % 

(energy power transmission) - 80 % of 

total investments (solar power, 

sanitation, waterways, biofuel 

transportation)

 Conditions vary depending on the 

criteria of relevance and sustainability 

BNDES CREDIT LINES BASED ON THE MARKET SECTORS

Moreover, BNDES has a budget fo r

funding envi ronmenta l , soc ia l ,

cu l tura l , sc ient i f ic and technologica l

pro jects .

I t is a lso poss ib le to exchange a

share of the company equi ty for

BNDES credi t l ine . BNDESPar , as a

divis ion for p r iva te equi ty, is in

charge of such act iv i t ies .



F inep :  http://www.finep.gov.br/

SEBRAE :  http://www.sebrae.com.br/site

s/PortalSebrae
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Finep – the Funding Authoroty for

Studies and Projects also known as the

Innovation Agency is a Brazil ian

organizat ion under the Ministry of

Science and Technology with a mission

of promoting Brazi l ’s economic and

social development by providing public

funding for STI at private and public

inst itutions. It grants reimbursable and

non-reimbursable funding to inst itutes

and companies registered in Brazil .

Finep aids wide range of STI

development cycle from basic research

to service and processes.

Finep’s reimbursable funding is financed

through its own resources or transfers.

The non-reimbursable funding, in

contrast, is provided by the National

Development and Technical Funding

(FNDCT). To be eligible for the latter, an

interested organizat ion have to be non-

profi t . For both funding options, i t is

required to submit a proposal or

strategic plan.

Another economic actor who is attract ing

much attention from Finep are

technology companies. The project

Projecto Inovar besides providing broad

spectrum support also offers capital

injections through venture capital.

Together with BNDES and SEBRAE

(Brazil ian Service of Support for Micro

and Small Enterprises), the Finep

represents one of the major support ing

systems for the sustainable growth of

STI based organizat ions including SMEs

(smal l and medium enetrprises) .

Finep

The Serviço Brasileiro de Apoio às Micro

e Pequenas Empresas (SEBRAE) is a

non-prof it private entity ecouraging

formation and growth of SMEs. Founded

in 1972, i ts mission is to promote

sustainable and competi tve development

of small and medium scaled ventures via

education, mentorships as well as

through private sector. I ts branches are

located in all Brazil ian states allowing

them to be the regional experts .

The main activi ty of SEBRAE is to

provide reliable information accumulated

through years of experience working with

SMEs and offer wel l- tested courses and

trainings. It offers many of i ts services

on the internet free of charge (in

Prtuguese language).

SEBRAE
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Zones
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The Brazi l ian Agency for Industr ia l

Research and Innova t ion (EMPRAPII )

is a soc ia l o rganizat ion connected to

the Min is t ry of Sc ience, Technology,

Innovat ion and Communicat ions

(MCTIC) as wel l as to the Min is t ry of

Educat ion (MEC). I t has been

contracted by the government as the

government acknowledged the

opportun i ty of ut i l i z ing synerg ies

between industry and research. In

cooperat ion wi th indust r ia l companies

EMPRAPII a ids technologica l ins t i tu tes

which are act i ve in spec i f ic research

f ie lds wi th an ul t imate object ive to

support , promote and encourage

development o f technologica l research

for the country ’s innovat ion .

The EMPRAPII prov ides funding

exc lus ive ly for innovat ion pro jects .

I t is gran ted to tech-companies and

research inst i tu tes excel lent in the i r

f ie lds that a re compet i t ive enough to

win customers and qual i f ied enough to

meet market demand for RDI

(research, development and

innovat ion) . Moreover, thanks to i ts

cost -shar ing model that enables

quickness, f lexib i l i t y and r isk

reduct ion, EMPRAPII of fers the i r know-

how and capaci ty to generate

technologica l so lut ions to ent i t ies in

the pr ivate sector .

EMPRAPII

Zona de Processamento de Exportação

(Export Process ing Zones) are f ree

trade industr ia l d is t r i c ts in Brazi l

o f fer ing var ious tax incent ives to

producers of goods that are focused on

export . Companies reg is tered in the

ZPEs enjoy severa l benef i ts such as

government granted tax re l ie fs that are

appl icable to procurements of

product ion mater ia ls . They are also not

obl iged to currency exchange since the

major i ty (80%) o f the i r f ina l goods

must be traded on fore ign markets .

Products sold on the domest ic market ,

however, are subject to a l l appl icable

taxes.

In genera l , ZPE tax incent ives can be

class i f ied in to two groups: suspens ions

for the purchases of goods and

services on the domest i c and external

market . For instance, in some Export

Process ing Zones, f i rms can receive

r ights to income tax exempt ions for up

to 75%. Once author ized ZPE

companies can apply for the contract

renewal for another 20 years .

ZPE



https://www.incobra.eu/en/object/organisatio

n/194
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The Brazi l ian Nat ional Counci l o f State

Funding Agencies (CONFAP) created

in 2006 represents the interests of the

research funding agencies of a l l

Brazi l ian states inc lud ing the Federa l

Dis t r ic t . In regards to in ternat ional

cooperat ion, i t was the managing

organizat ion of the Newton Fund. I t

par tners wi th var ious organizat ion in

Europe such as INRIA or CNRS.

In the recent years , CONFAP has

increased i ts cooperat ion wi th the EU

in the framework of the Hor izon 2020

programme. As a resul t , Brazi l ian

researchers and organizat ion wish ing

to take part in the Hor izon 2020 are

now able to receive f inanc ia l support

f rom the Brazi l ian government . This

s tep forward enables successfu l

b i la tera l cooperat ion between

European and Brazi l ian organizat ions

and academia.

Bes ides the successfu l coord inated

cal ls wi th the EU, CONFAP signed an

agreement “ Implement ing Arrangement

wi th the EC and the European

Research Counci l (ERC ) ” , fac i l i ta t ing

Brazi l ian researchers to jo in ERC

research Teams.

Furthermore, at a nat ional leve l i t had

played a main ro le in the propos i t ion of

the new Brazi l ian leg is la t ion for

Sc ience, Technology and Innovat ion .

CONFAP has a unique terr i tor ia l

coverage and acts d i rect l y wi th

governmenta l acto rs which support R&I

pol ic ies and programmes.

CONFAP

The Nat ional Counci l fo r Sc ient i f ic and

Technologica l Developemt (Conselho

Nacional de Desenvolvimento

Cient í f ico e Tecnológico) is the oldest

funding agency in Braz i l . I t operates

under the Min is t ry of Sc ience,

Technology and innovat ion wi th a core

object ive to promote sc ient i f ic and

technologica l research and graduat ion

of Brazi l ian researchers . I ts act i v i t ies

are categor ized in to fe l lowships,

research, grants , scholarsh ips,

in format ion and dissemin iat ion

act iv i t ies .

The CNPq together wi th other agenc ies

such as CAPES (Higher Educat ion

Personnel ) has contr ibu ted and is st i l l

contr ibut ing to the student mobi l i ty in

Brazi l , par t icu la r ly at the graduate

level . In the 1970s and 1980s, there

was a s ign i f icant number of Brazi l ians

t ra in ing abroad. Af te r return ing home,

these sc ient is ts contr ibuted to the

vigorous development of the sc ience

and graduate educat ion in Brazi l .

CNPq
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Brazi l has a broad and divers i f ied system of tax incent i ves . This is due to the

country ’s secto r ia l deve lopment s t ra tegy plan. In current , Brazi l is seek ing to

improve i ts in f rast ructu re, in format ion and communicat ion sector , estab l ish a

strong innovat ion fauna, expand and ref ine renewable energy sector as wel l as

re in force i ts t rad i t ional industr ies such as automot ive .

Tax incent i ve programmes exis t both at federa l and regional leve ls . Below some

of the main ones are presented.

REPES: for export of services

REIDI: infrastructure development

REPORTO: for modernization of port 

infrastructure

PADTV: for development of national 

digital-tv industry

RECAP: for acquisition of capital goods 

by export companies and shipyards

REPETRO: export and import tax 

mechanism to support exploration of gas 

and oil production

REINTEGRA: for production of exported 

goods

REPENEC: for development of oil and 

gas industry infrastructure in the Central-

West , North and Northeast

IPTU: for urban real estates 

GMC RESULTION: for MERCUSOR 

member states in case of lack of regional 

raw materials

SUDAM: for companies that set their 

operation in Acre, Amazonas ,Amapá, 

Maranhão, Mato Grosso,

Pará, Rondônia, Roraima and Tocantins 

states

SUDENE: : for companies that set their 

operation in the states of the Northeast 

Brazil and Minas Gerais and

Espírito Santo

EX-TARIFÁRIO: temporary reduction of 

import tariffs aimed at sectors such as IT, 

ICT, capital goods, etc. 

ICMS: similar to VAT-based tax 

reductions 

ISS: for municipal services

COUNTRY TAX INCENTIVES 
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VISA REQUIREMENTS
Brazi l has wi th more than 90

jur isd ic t ions a visa exempt ion

agreement . Passport ho lders of these

countr ies , espec ia l ly c i t izens of the

European Union (EU) do not need

ei ther a tour is t nor bus iness visa. They

are al lowed to enter and stay for up to

90 days. However, c i t i zens of o ther

countr ies and those who are intending

to stay in Brazi l for a longer per iod

than 90 days need to apply fo r a visa.

There are di f ferent visa categor ies,

depending on the purpose and length

of the travel . Due to recent

adjustments in the immigrat ion Law, i t

is s t rongly advised to check regular l y

the of f ic ia l webs i tes of Brazi l ian

Embass ies to your country of

res idence.

RESIDENCE VISA

 Family reunion

 Marriage (heterosexual and same-

sex)

 Individuals with Brazilian siblings 

 Stateless individuals whose life is at 

risk

 Foreigners from countries affected by 

war, conflicts and natural disasters 

 Individuals who are forced to slavery

 Victims of human trafficking

VISA EXEMPTION

 List of eligible countries for visa waiver 1

 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 No immediate visa extension for citizens 

of EU (except Portugal, Poland, Great 

Britain and Ireland)

 Visa extension grant only by Brazilian 

Federal Police  

 Only after 90 days stay outside Brazil 

re-entry is permitted

 Total duration of stay max. 90 days 

within 6 months  

 Requirements, length of stay and 

extensions vary between countries in 

the visa waiver programme. It is 

advisable to refer to the local Brazilian 

Embassy/Consular. 

INVESTOR VISA

 Permanent residence visa

 Foreigners who plan to invest in 

Brazilian economy (economy, science, 

society, technology, culture) that 

generates job vacancies and 

contributes to the national GDP

 Minimum investment budget of 0.5 

million BRL (116.000 EUR) in foreign 

currency

 R&D and STI investments must be at 

least 150.000 BLR (35.000 EUR)

 For more detail and up to date 

information contact the local Brazilian 

Embassy/Council
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1  Count r i e s  fo r  v i sa  wa i ve r :  

https://sistemas.mre.gov.br/kitweb/datafiles/Chicago/en-

us/file/Visa%20requirements%20per%20country_22_11_

2017(1).pdf

Link

https://sistemas.mre.gov.br/kitweb/datafiles/Chicago/en-us/file/Visa requirements per country_22_11_2017(1).pdf


SCIENCE & RESEARCH

VITEM I

 For scientists, researchers, postdoctoral, 

university teachers and language 

assistants. For detailed description and 

required documents contact your local 

embassy / consulate 

 More than 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 Processing time varies from country to 

country (min. 7 working days)

 Visa Fee

EDUCATION

VITEM IV

 For students, PhD, pupils, language and 

vocational training courses. For detailed 

description and required documents 

contact your local embassy / consulate 

 More than 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 Processing time varies from country to 

country (min. 7 working days)

 Visa Fee (except for German and 

Argentine citizens)

WORK

VITEM V

 Work visa. For detailed description and 

required documents contact your local 

embassy / consulate 

 More than 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 Processing time varies from country to 

country (min. 3 working days)

 Visa Fee

SPORTS & ARTS

VITEM XII

 For artists, musicians and athletes. For 

detailed description and required 

documents contact your local embassy / 

consulate 

 More than 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 Processing time varies from country to 

country (min. 3 working days)

 Visa Fee

JOURNALISM & MEDIA

VIVIS

 For journalists and camera crew. For 

detailed description and required 

documents contact your local embassy / 

consulate 

 More than 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 Processing time varies from country to 

country (min. 10 working days)

 Visa Fee

STUDENT INTERNSHIP 

VITEM IV

 For students who want to realize 

internship as part of their studies at their 

home university. For detailed description 

and required documents contact your 

local embassy / consulate 

 More than 90 days 

 Multiple entry & exit

 Processing time varies from country to 

country (min. 10 working days)

 Visa Fee (except for German and 

Argentine citizens)
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DOs & DON‘Ts
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Language

Brazilians are proud of their language,

Portuguese. Even though it is closely related

to Spanish, and pretty mutually

understandable in the written form, the

spoken languages are very different. That

way, if you cannot speak Portuguese it's

better to use English than Spanish, given that

your interlocutor does not speak Spanish, to

avoid misunderstandings. It is also

appreciated when foreigners make efforts to

use some Portuguese words such as good

morning or thank you.

Hospitality / Giving gifts

If you want send thank you notes or bring

flowers to business dinner or to any other

occasion, avoid chrysanthemum flowers,

which are usually used in funerals.

Drinks

Brazilians like coffee, and will likely offer you

some and expect you to accept it. Normally

called cafezinho, it is really strong!

Business Deals

Doing business in Brazil requires patience.

Besides the bureaucracy, which can be really

slow, vacations in Brazil are taken in periods

of 10 to 30 weekdays, usually in July,

December, or January. In these periods,

companies may be understaffed and

processes may take longer.

Organizational Structure

It is always good to know how the

organizations are structured. Most firms and

enterprises in Brazil are very hierarchical.

Showing respect towards senior employees

or people in a higher position is standard.

Dress

Business dress-code varies between regions

and companies. Clothing considered semi-

casual in São Paulo can be seen as casual in

Rio, for instance. In doubt, wear casual at

first, and ask your business partners about

usual code.

Communication style

Do not make ethnic jokes. Racism is

unfortunately still a big issue in Brazil, and

should not be used as a joke, anywhere.

Controversial subjects such as politics or

religion should also be avoided. Topics like

football, local cuisine, music, and the

Portuguese language are welcome.

Most importantly, if you want to criticize

something about the country, be careful on

how you do it. All Brazilians are aware of the

its problems, and don’t feel comfortable with

strangers pointing them out.

Body language

Brazilians communicate in a very close

manner, using a lot of gestures to reinforce

their argument. Arm touching or shoulder

taps are common. Having an eye contact is

important.

Use of Titles and Names

At the first meeting, address people in a

formal way, with titles and surnames. Once

acquainted, it is very common to use first

names.

Business identity

Brazilians are passionate about football. This

means an endless topic to speak about, but

using colours and symbols that resemble

local football clubs is not a good idea. As an

example, if you use blue in Porto Alegre, your

business will be seen as related to Grêmio

and probably be boycotted by the supporters

of Internacional, Grêmio’s biggest rival.
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YOU 

ENRICH 

I am a business actor and I would like to know in detail about current

Brazilian market mechanisms.

ENRICH in Brazil offers its customers Market & Research Studies. Currently,

ENRICH in Brazil in cooperation with other ENRICH Centres (China and

USA) is offering an analysis of the industry demand in Brazil with the main

focus on Industry 4.0. Since this global survey on digital transformation

comprises trends from Brazil, Europe, USA and China, it gives a broader

picture and comparison possibilities.

For customers, who are interested in getting a detailed market analysis of a

certain business sector, ENRICH in Brazil offers a Customized Market

Analysis service.

YOU 

ENRICH 

I find Brazilian market very enticing and would like to get connected with

Brazilian business actors.

ENRICH in Brazil organizes Matchmaking & Innovation Tours regularly.

During this tour, European and/or Brazilian companies (including start-ups)

and R2M actors visit various Brazilian/European states and get connected to

Brazilian/European entities of interest and subsequently find potential

business partners.

Dates and latest information on the Matchmaking & Information Tours are

announced on the ENRICH in Brazil website. ENRICH in Brazil also offers

newsletter subscription, which contains latest events, calls, and ENRICH

relevant news.

ENRICH in Brazil has special services also for those who are wishing to

receive a one-to-one support in business partner search.

YOU 

ENRICH 

I am ready to expand my business to Brazil but I need funding and more

investments.

Customers of ENRICH in Brazil have the opportunity to discover diverse

funding possibilities as well as receive customer-tailored funding support.

Thanks to its extensive network and external service providers, ENRICH in

Brazil is up-to-date with the latest available public and private funding

opportunities. Customers wishing to be informed about relevant funding

streams available based on their sectorial focus, regional/national origin and

funding scope can receive a customized support and be guided through the

application process for the funding. ENRICH in Brazil offers also trainings

and sessions (e.g. "How to Speak to International Investors?") as well as

provides general information on the topic.

FAQs...
8.2 |
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YOU 

ENRICH 

I don't have an office nor required equipment in Brazil. Is there any way

to overcome this obstacle?

ENRICH in Brazil through its network of certified Soft Landing Hubs

assists European organizations in taking their first steps by providing

temporary workspace at leading Brazilian business-innovation based

centres. Customers of ENRICH in Brazil will have access to flexible

workspaces with technology infrastructure and to portfolio of business

services and networking opportunities. This enables STI actors taking

their first steps into the new market to experience, taste and perceive

Brazilian culture, business milleu and vast opportunities.

ENRICH in Brazil will act as an facilitator and interface between the

organizations involved (European business actors looking for workspace

and Brazilian organizations providing workspace), mediating a potential

agreement. Aims of both workspace suppliers and users in terms of

available space, conditions, facilities, infrastructure, price, etc. will be

accessed by ENRICH in Brazil in order to determine the most suitable

option for both parties.

YOU 

ENRICH 

I have high-skilled employees but they are not acquainted with Brazilian

market, culture and working environment. Is there any possibility give

my staff an opportunity to experience business-Brazil?

ENRICH in Brazil offers Secondment services. Offering opportunities for

companies to provide benefits to their employees by enhancing their skills

and knowledge about current and potential new markets, partners

and/or competitors as well as expanding their career development. This

will also contribute to have a motivated staff that will bring to the team the

experience gained from an external organisation. Host organisations will

obtain support from skilled individuals in their specific activities and/or

projects, benefiting from an external perspective and expertise.

YOU 

ENRICH 

To operate a successful business, the local legal environment is very

important. I would like to get informed about it.

Receiving a high-quality independent professional legal advice is essential

to any business. ENRICH in Brazil offers customized and top-shelf expert

legal advice on all relevant topics regarding the Brazilian markets and their

challenges. It comprises case-to-case laws, policies and regulations.

ENRICH in Brazil has special training sessions to help its customers protect

their products and services in terms of Intellectual Property Rights.
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YOU 

ENRICH 

I am a business actor in a European start-up scene. I would like to get an

all-in-one information for my first-step in expanding my business into

Brazil.

ENRICH in Brazil offers regularly Bootcamp training sessions for start-ups,

entrepreneurs, developers, designers and innovation ecosystem activists. In

the Bootcamp in Brazil, participants will learn how to write a business plan,

identify their financial needs and prospects before going to investors to ask

for funding. Moreover, it also includes an information session on funding

opportunities and financial instruments for start-ups and entrepreneurs in

Europe who are aiming Brazilian markets.
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USEFUL LINKS
» ENRICH in Brazil: http://brazil.enrichcentres.eu/

» Latest Economic Indicators: http://www.bcb.gov.br/?INDICATORS

» Market Research: http://www.bcb.gov.br/en/#!/n/FOCUSREPORT

» OECD Economic Surveys Brazil (Feb. 2018): http://www.oecd.org/economy/surveys/Brazil-2018-

OECD-economic-survey-overview.pdf

» OECD STI Scoreboard (2017): https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/science-and-technology/oecd-science-

technology-and-industry-scoreboard-2017_9789264268821-en#page1

» World Bank: www.worldbank.org/en/country/brazil/overview

» European Commission: https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/countries/brazil_en

» Ministry of Science and Technology: http://www.mct.gov.br/

» Ministry of Industry, Foreign Trade and Services: http://www.mdic.gov.br/index.php/english

» Ministry of Finance: www.fazenda.gov.br

» Ministry of Foreign Affairs: http://www.itamaraty.gov.br/en/

» Central Bank of Brazil: http://www.bcb.gov.br/

» Brazilian Development Bank: www.bndes.gov.br

» Brazilian Federation of Banks: https://portal.febraban.org.br/?idioma=en-us

» Brazilian Senate: https://www12.senado.leg.br/internacional/en

» Brazilian House of Representatives: http://www2.camara.leg.br/english

» Integration and Company Registration Department: http://drei.smpe.gov.br/

» Projeto Crescer: http://www.avancarparcerias.gov.br/

» European Commission – Rsearch and Innovation Cooperation with Brazil: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?amp;pg0brazil

» Roadmap for EU – Brazil S&T Cooperation: 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/policy/br_roadmap_2017.pdf

» Belém Statement on Atlantic Research and Innovation Cooperation: 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/belem_statement_2017_en.pdf

» Implementing Arrangement between the European Commission and the Brazilian National 

Council of the State Funding Agencies CONFAP: 

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/agreement-EC-CONFAP.pdf

» Delegation of the European Union to Brazil: https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/brazil_en

» EURAXESS Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC): 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/brazil

» Latin America IPR SME Helpdesk: http://www.latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu/about-us

» INCOBRA: https://www.incobra.eu/

» Enterprise Europe Network: https://een.ec.europa.eu/

8.3 |
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